[Variations in serum levels of C-reactive protein in severe head injury patients (author's transl)].
The variations of fibrinogen, alpha-antitrypsin, haptoglobin and C-reactive protein (CRP) were compared in sera from patients with a cranial trauma. All these protein concentrations were increased with CRP variation being the most marked and the most rapid. The prognostic and diagnostic value of CRP determination was studied in a series of 88 patients selected according to their clinical evolution. Four typical serum patterns of CRP were obtained according to the evolution of cranial trauma. The validity of this classification was tested in blind on 324 patients. The authors propose to determine daily serum CRP for four days after a trauma in order to survey its evolution. This biochemical information has to be added to the clinical data.